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Lent 2 
Welcome  to  WORSHIP 

  9:00am      Emmanuel Anglican and Uniting Church 
                11:00am       Kergunyah Uniting Church  

Genesis 12:1-4a,  Psalm 121,  Romans 4:1-5, 13-17, John 3:1-17 

Now there was a Pharisee named 

Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 

He came to Jesus by night and said 

to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are 

a teacher who has come from God; 

for no one can do these signs that 

you do apart from the presence of 

God.’ Jesus answered him, ‘Very 

truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.’ 

Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter 

a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?’ Jesus answered, ‘Very truly, I tell you, 

no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is 

born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished 

that I said to you, “You must be born from above.” The wind blows where it chooses, and 

you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it 

is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.’ Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can these things 

be?’ Jesus answered him, ‘Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand 

these things? ‘Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have 

seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you 

do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has 

ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And 

just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted 

up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. ‘For God so loved the world that he 

gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have 

eternal life. ‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but 

in order that the world might be saved through him. 

John 3:1-17 

 

 

  Coming Events 

Mon   9 Mar 9:30am  Prayer Group at Emmanuel 
Tue     10 Mar 10:00am  Playgroup for children 0-5 years, parents and carers 
Wed   11 Mar 9:00am  Emmanuel Grounds and Maintenance Group  
Thurs 12 Mar 2:00pm  Lenten Study at Emmanuel (See note below) 
  7:30pm  Simply Christian Studies Ian Bedford’s Home 
  

 Lenten Study – lament and hope 

 
Reverend Peter McKeague and Reverend Christine Page have commenced a six week 
Lenten Study from Thursday March 5 until Thursday April 9. 

 Time:  Thursday 2:00pm 

 Where:  Emmanuel Anglican & Uniting Church, 39 Emerald Ave.,  
 West  Wodonga. 

 Cost:  $10 for Study Book 

 Contact: Reverend Christine Page 0418 224 644 
 

All Welcome 

 Lectionary Comment  

John 3:1-17 
Nicodemus, a prominent Pharisee and teacher, comes to Jesus to ask him questions. He comes 
secretly (“by night”, v. 2) because a man of his stature could not be seen consulting Jesus. He 
has understood from Jesus' miracles (“signs”) that Jesus is “from God”. But Jesus (in v. 3) tells 
him that he has not yet understood the main point: to “see the kingdom of God”, spiritual 
rebirth is required. Nicodemus misunderstands: he thinks that Jesus is speaking of biological 
rebirth (v. 4). Being “born from above” (v. 3) requires being baptised (v. 5). “Flesh”(v. 6) and 
“spirit” were seen as constituents of life, of which spirit (breath, wind, pneuma) was the life-
giving force. Many things can be seen only in their effect; such is birth in the Spirit (v. 8). Still 
Nicodemus doesn't understand: in order for him to do so, he needs to have faith (“receive our 
testimony”, v. 11). Then, in v. 12, Jesus says: you, Nicodemus, don't comprehend what can be 
told in analogies (“earthly things”, i.e. “wind”, v. 8), so how can you possibly believe mysteries? 
Vv. 13-17 are a monologue. Only Christ has descended and ascended. The “serpent” (v. 14) is 
mentioned in Numbers 21:9-11: the people were bitten by poisonous snakes; some died; others 
became gravely ill. Instructed by God, Moses mounted (“lifted up”) a bronze snake on a pole. 
Those who looked at this emblem (trusting in God) were healed, lifted up, given life. God in his 
love provides eternal life to all who believe (v. 16). If you wilfully do not believe, you will perish 
(v. 18); there is no third alternative! God's intention is that you believe, rather than be 
condemned (v. 17). 

Chris Haslam of the Anglican Diocese of Edmonton 
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 Playgroup Roster  

A roster has been planned to help set up the Playgroup room on each Monday prior to 
Playgroup meeting on the following Tuesday. Phil Styles helps every week subject to 
any work commitments. Roster: 
March 9 LouAnne Stabb,  March 16 Carolyn Renfrey,  March 23 LouAnne Stabb 

 
 

 Ministers of the Word & Other Contacts 
 

UCA:    
              
              
 

Anglican:   Fr Jacques Jefferies 
                   02 6024 2129 or 0434 063 069 
                   stjohnsw@bigpond.net.au  
                   [weekly RDO: Friday] 

    

     Emmanuel Pastoral Care:  speak with an Elder or Warden 

     Emmanuel Prayer Chain:   give requests to Betty Saggers on 0427 761 044 
 

     Address:   PO Box 435, Wodonga 3689 
     Office Phone:  Emmanuel Meeting Place: (02) 6059 5460  
     Office Open:        Not staffed at present 
     Reaching Out:     Items to Harold Cover 02 6024 7929 hcover@bigpond.com   
                                     or LouAnne Stabb 02 6059 2244 stabb@iinet.net.au by Wednesday. 
     Website:   http://www.emmanuel.unitingchurch.org.au/index/htm  
 

bible Readings for NEXT Sunday 

Lent 3 
Exodus 17:1-7,  Psalm 95,  Romans 5:1-11,  John 4:5-42 

 

Worship Services for NEXT WEEK 
9:00am Emmanuel Anglican and Uniting Church 

11:00am Kergunyah Uniting Church 

ON DUTY

Sunday March 8 (Uniting)   Sunday March 15 (Anglican) 
Readings  Harold Cover               Roger Cobcroft 
Elders/Wardens Carol Harris  Carol Harris  
   LouAnne Stabb             Karen Robinson 
Organist  LouAnne Stabb   
Prayers  LouAnne Stabb  Karen Robinson 
Early Word   Carol Harris   

Prayer of the Week 

World Council of Churches 

Denmark, Faroe Islands, Finland, Greenland, Iceland, Norway, Sweden 
We pray for: 

 the poor and marginalized who struggle in these rich countries 

 personal and investment practices that support environmental sustainability 

 growing openness to becoming more multi-ethnic, multi-faith societies 

 those who are affluent that they will contribute to making the world and their 
societies more just for all. 

 a Church that is prepared to be a voice in the struggle for indigenous people rights. 
 

 

 

EVERYDAY 
HEADLINES 
By Bill Pugh 

In this devastating fire season 
headlines underline the trauma of 
people and communities in the 
bush. Loss of life, stock, native 
flora and fauna. Homes and shops 
burnt. People cry out for help. One 
town of 80 residents has been cut 
off from supplies as all the roads in 
are closed. One resident describes 
their status as ‘prisoners’. 
The Psalms describe centuries of 
the experiences of God’s people. 
Famine, slavery and statelessness, 
are the experiences of the 
wandering Israelites seeking home 
and land. Psalm 42 has a strong 
word to sum up the feelings of 
devastated and lost people. It is 
the word DISQUIET. Hungry 
people thirst for the living God. 
Their tears have been food, day 
and night. “Where is your God?” 
they plead with the Psalmist. The 
word of reply 

from the Psalmist and his very own 
experience is, “Hope in God for I 
shall again praise him, my help and 
my God.”  
In this fire season people have been 
moved to give and help. 
Everywhere there are God people. 
Good Samaritans, putting their 
lives on the line, giving and raising 
funds. 
God has not deserted his people. 
Disquiet is a natural reaction. But 
there is hope. We are people of 
hope. Love is patient and kind 
writes Paul to the Corinthians. He 
will not let his people down. 
Reflection: Read Psalm 42 in the 
light of this season’s experience. 
Maybe there is something more we 
can do to witness to practical faith 
wherever there is disquiet, and 
maybe, sooner than later, help will 
arrive via the Highway of Hope to 
that little town. 
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