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Christmas 1 
Welcome  to  WORSHIP 

  9:00am               Emmanuel Anglican and Uniting Church 
                 RDO No Service   Kergunyah Uniting Church  

Isaiah 63:7-9,  Psalm 148,  Hebrews 2:10-18,  Matthew 2:13-23 

Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 

‘Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you; 

for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.’ Then Joseph got up, took the 

child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt, and remained there until the death of 

Herod. This was to fulfil what had been 

spoken by the Lord through the prophet, 

‘Out of Egypt I have called my son.’ 

When Herod saw that he had been 

tricked by the wise men, he was infuriated, 

and he sent and killed all the children in 

and around Bethlehem who were two 

years old or under, according to the time 

that he had learned from the wise men. 

Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: ‘A voice was 

heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping for her children; she 

refused to be consoled, because they are no more.’ When Herod died, an angel of the 

Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said, ‘Get up, take the child 

and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are 

dead.’ Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 

But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod, he 

was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of 

Galilee. There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been 

spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, ‘He will be called a Nazorean.’  

Matthew 1:18-25 

 

  
 

  Coming Events 

Tue 28 Jan 10:30am   Community Shop opens for 2020 
Sun     12 Jan      10:30am – 1:30 pm    Congregation  lunch etc. (see below) 
Sun 23 Feb 10:30am   AGM Emmanuel Congregation  
 

 Lectionary Comment 

“Wise men from the East” (v. 1) came to Herod the Great asking “‘Where is the child 
who has been born king of the Jews?’” (v. 2) They have visited “the child with Mary” 
(v. 11). “paid him homage” and “offered him gifts”. They have now returned to “their 
own country” (v. 12). A divine messenger warns Joseph to flee with his family. The 
wise men “tricked” (v. 16) Herod by leaving “by another road” (v. 12). In Hosea, “my 
son” (v. 15) is Israel, the people of God. A verse that recalled God’s acts to save Israel 
from bondage is now applied to Jesus, he who offers to save all people. (Herod has all 
the infants in the Bethlehem area killed because he fears that Jesus may succeed to his 
throne, rather than a son of his.) In Jeremiah (v. 18), Rachel weeps over the exile of 
her sons; a mother’s grief is unique. V. 20 is much like God’s words to Moses, as he 
sends him to lead Israel out of bondage. Jesus is the new leader of God’s people. 
Herod Antipas, Herod the Great’s son, governed “Galilee” (v. 22) benignly compared to 
the way his brother “Archelaus” governed Judea. Joseph may also have chosen to 
make his home in “Nazareth” (v. 23) because he could find work on the reconstruction 
of neighbouring Sepphoris. The quotation is not from the Old Testament. Perhaps 
Matthew is provoking his readers to think; perhaps he harks back to Isaiah 11:1: “a 
branch [nezer] shall grow” out of Jesse’s “roots”. David was Jesse’s son. 
Chris Haslam, Anglican Diocese of Montreal, Canada 
 

 Emmanuel dates to note 

Dec. 29 Retiring Offering – This will be directed to the appeal to support William 
Bizimana to obtain visas for his partner Anita and baby daughter Eliza to come to 
Australia. 
 
Sunday, January 12 Event – It’s time for an informal get together of the congregation.  
During morning tea after worship we invite you to bring along a USB stick with a few 
(10 to 20?) photos to share which will show off our wonderful new TV/media system.   
Time to chat about future possibilities for Emmanuel and following that will be lunch.  
Details available soon; meanwhile start choosing some snaps to share. 
 

 

 

Emmanuel please note: On days declared Code Red fire danger, Church Council has resolved that 
Sunday services at Emmanuel will be not be held and all other church activities are to be cancelled. 
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 Christmas Bowl – Thank You 

 

 
 

 Support for William 

The Church Council has agreed that the Retiring Offering on December 29 (today) will 
be directed to the appeal to support William Bizimana to obtain visas for his partner 
Anita and baby daughter Eliza, whom he has not yet met to come to Australia. 
Emmanuel  is not a wealthy church, but we believe God wishes us to share what we 
have. Even if we can only meet the cost for Anita, others may be able to contribute for 
Eliza. If you would like to help, please put an envelope in the offering, or speak to 
LouAnne or David for direct deposit details.   







 Ministers of the Word & Other Contacts 
 

UCA:    
              
              
 

Anglican:   Fr Jacques Jefferies 
                   02 6024 2129 or 0434 063 069 
                   stjohnsw@bigpond.net.au  
                   [weekly RDO: Friday] 

    

     Emmanuel Pastoral Care:  speak with an Elder or Warden 

     Emmanuel Prayer Chain:   give requests to Betty Saggers on 0427 761 044 
 

     Address:   PO Box 435, Wodonga 3689 
     Office Phone:  Emmanuel Meeting Place: (02) 6059 5460  
     Office Open:        Not staffed at present 
     Reaching Out:     Items to Harold Cover 02 6024 7929 hcover@bigpond.com   
                                     or LouAnne Stabb 02 6059 2244 stabb@iinet.net.au by Wednesday. 
     Website:   http://www.emmanuel.unitingchurch.org.au/index/htm  
 

bible Readings for NEXT Sunday 

Christmas 2 
Jeremiah 31:7-14,  Psalm 147:12-20,  Ephesians 1:3-14,  John 1:(1-9), 10-18  

 

Worship  Services for NEXT WEEK 
9:00am Emmanuel Anglican and Uniting Church 

6:00pm Kergunyah Uniting Church 

ON DUTY

Sunday Dec 29 (Combined)   Sunday Jan 5 (Anglican) 
Readings  Carol Harris  Cheryl Cobcroft 
Elders/Wardens Ted Stabb  Karen Robinson 
   Carol Harris  Ted Stabb 
Organist  LouAnne Stabb  LouAnne Stabb 
Prayers  David Robinson  LouAnne Stabb 
Early Word   LouAnne Stabb  Carol Harris 

Prayer of the Week 

World Council of Churches 

Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Palestine 
We pray for: 

 ending the violence racking this region, that the people might live together in peace, 
security and respect for each other 

 those who have grown weary and disillusioned in searching for solutions 

 an end to religious differences being exploited to perpetuate conflict and further 
displacement of people 

political leaders who will courageously bring about justice and reconciliation for the sake of all. 
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