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Advent 2 
Welcome  to  WORSHIP 

  9:00am         Emmanuel Anglican and Uniting Church 
                 11:00am         Kergunyah Uniting Church  

Isaiah 11:1-10,  Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19,  Romans 15:4-13,  Matthew 3:1-12 

 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 

proclaiming, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has 

come near.’ This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah 

spoke when he said, ‘The voice of one crying out in 

the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his 

paths straight.” ’ Now John wore clothing of camel’s 

hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food 

was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of 

Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the 

Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 

But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to 

them, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 

Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, “We 

have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to 

raise up children to Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; 

every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into 

the fire. ‘I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful 

than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you 

with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his hand, and he will clear 

his threshing-floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will 

burn with unquenchable fire.’ 

Matthew 3:1-12 

 

  
 

  Coming Events 

Sun   8 Dec 11:15am Service of Release for Rev Dr Judy Redman at St. David’s Albury 
Tue   10 Dec      9:30am    Prayer Group at Emmanuel 
                             10:00am    Playgroup for children 0-5 years, parents and carers 
   Last Playgroup for 2019; Christmas Garden Party 
Wed    11 Dec       9:00am   Emmanuel Grounds and Maintenance Group 
Thur 12 Dec 2:30pm  Community Shop closes for summer recess 
Tue      17 Dec      9:30am    Prayer Group at Emmanuel 
Wed    18 Dec       9:00am   Emmanuel Grounds and Maintenance Group 
Tue 24 Dec 8:00pm Christmas Eve Service - Uniting (No Communion) 
Wed 25 Dec 9:00am Christmas Day Service – Anglican 
Mon 27 Jan 10:30am Community Shop opens for 2020 
Sun 23 Feb 10:30am AGM Emmanuel Congregation  

 Major Events in 2020  

Sunday February 23 AGM of Emmanuel Congregation 
   Reports for submission by Monday February 17 
Saturday May 16  Devonshire Tea 
Saturday June 20  Annual Winter Garage Sale 
Saturday August 15 Nostalgic Afternoon Tea (date to be confirmed)  
Saturday November 7 Emmanuel Fete and Strawberry Fair 

 Playgroup  

The Council of Emmanuel Church expresses its sincere thanks to 
LouAnne Stabb for her time and leadership over many years for her 
wonderful dedication to ensuring that the weekly playgroup session 
has provided many families a time to enjoy fun and fellowship for 

young children. The Council also thanks Vanessa Felstead for volunteering to take on 
the leadership role next year. To assist Vanessa in the weekly running of playgroup, 
Council is seeking expressions of interest from members of the congregation to join a 
weekly roster to assist Vanessa, particularly with preparation and packing up duties. 
Your support will be greatly appreciated. Council also extends many thanks to 
members of the congregation who assisted LouAnne and playgroup with setting up 
and putting away furniture and equipment each week during this year. 

 Lectionary Comment 

Matthew 3:1-12 
Matthew has told us of Jesus’ descent from King David, his birth and infancy, and the coming of 
the wise men. Now he leaps forward to about 26 AD. John appears in the “wilderness”, the arid 
region south and east of Jerusalem, an area where only hermits lived. His call to repentance, to 
turning back to the way of life to which Israel committed herself in its covenant with God, is like 
that of Old Testament prophets. His message about the nearness of God’s kingdom, of the time 
of complete fulfilment of God’s promises for humans, is a central message of Jesus. A new era, 

in which God rules, is almost here! Originally applied to the exiles returning from Babylon, 
Isaiah’s words in v. 3 also fit John. 

Emmanuel please note: On days declared Code Red fire danger, Church Council has resolved that 
Sunday services at Emmanuel will be not be held and all other church activities are to be cancelled. 
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 Letter of support for William  

Dear fellow members of Emmanuel congregation, 
 
During the past year we have been getting to know William Bizimana. William was a 
refugee from the Democratic Republic of Congo, and lived some years in a camp in 
Uganda. His partner Anita and baby daughter Eliza, whom he has not yet met, are still 
there.  
 
Our Congregational Meeting on 29 September recommended that Emmanuel should 
try to help William bring his family to Australia, so they can be together. The first step 
in this process is to apply for a visa for them, and William is currently preparing a visa 
application. The application will be checked by his legal aid lawyer before he submits 
it, to give it the best chance of success. The cost is $7715 for Anita, and $1935 for baby 
Eliza, payable up front. This will probably be needed early in the new year. William is 
still finding his feet here, has been learning English, and is on NewStart Allowance until 
he can find work, so his finances are very tight.  
 
Emmanuel is not a wealthy church, but we believe God wishes us to share what we 
have. Even if we can only meet the cost for Anita, others may be able to contribute for 
Eliza. Members of our community have already offered to contribute, and we are 
inviting others, as they are able, to help as well. The Community Shop will help make 
up the total to the required amount. If you would like to help, please put an envelope 
in the offering, or speak to LouAnne or David for direct deposit details.  
 
Emmanuel Council 
 

 Lectionary Comment (Continued) 

He is dressed like a hermit (“camel’s hair”, v. 4) and he eats off the arid land (“locusts”, “wild 
honey”), as did Elijah. People came to him from both sides of the Jordan (v. 5) and were 
baptised by him with water, in recognition of, and confession of, sin – with complete acceptance 
of God’s judgement and forgiveness. “Vipers” (v. 7) are poisonous snakes, a danger in the 
wilderness. John doubts the sincerity of “Pharisees and Sadducees”, thinking they are trying to 
avoid God’s adverse judgement (“wrath”); he challenges them to show their return to God in 
their lives (v. 8). He warns that being ethnically Jewish, a member of God’s people, is no 
guarantee of entry to the Kingdom; God shows no partiality (v. 9); he can have other “children”. 
Those who do not show in their lives that they have returned to God will be destroyed (v. 10). In 
v. 11, John foretells Jesus’s mission: giving people power to reshape the world (“with the Holy 
Spirit”) but also judging the ungodly, and purging them (“fire”). V. 12 puts this in farming terms: 
“wheat” was separated from “chaff” on a “threshing floor”; the wind blew away the “chaff”. 
Chris Haslam, Anglican Diocese of Montreal, Canada



 

 Ministers of the Word & Other Contacts 
 

UCA:    
              
              
 

Anglican:   Fr Jacques Jefferies 
                   02 6024 2129 or 0434 063 069 
                   stjohnsw@bigpond.net.au  
                   [weekly RDO: Friday] 

    

     Emmanuel Pastoral Care:  speak with an Elder or Warden 

     Emmanuel Prayer Chain:   give requests to Betty Saggers on 0427 761 044 
 

     Address:   PO Box 435, Wodonga 3689 
     Office Phone:  Emmanuel Meeting Place: (02) 6059 5460  
     Office Open:        Not staffed at present 
     Reaching Out:     Items to Harold Cover 02 6024 7929 hcover@bigpond.com   
                                     or LouAnne Stabb 02 6059 2244 stabb@iinet.net.au by Wednesday. 
     Website:   http://www.emmanuel.unitingchurch.org.au/index/htm  
 

bible Readings for NEXT Sunday 

Advent 3 
Isaiah 35:1-10,  Psalm 146:5-10, or Luke 1:46b-55, James 5:7-10,   

Matthew 11:2-11 

 

Worship  Services for NEXT WEEK 
9:00am Emmanuel Anglican and Uniting Church 

6:00pm Kergunyah Uniting Church 

ON DUTY

Sunday Dec 8 (Uniting)   Sunday Dec 15 (Anglican) 
Readings  Harold Cover  Roger Cobcroft 
Elders/Wardens Carol Harris  Ted Stabb 
   LouAnne Stabb  Karen Robinson 
Organist  LouAnne Stabb  LouAnne Stabb 
Prayers  LouAnne Stabb  Karen Robinson 
Early Word   Carol Harris  LouAnne Stabb 

Prayer of the Week 

World Council of Churches 

Cambodia, Laos, Vietnam 
We pray for: 

 those who continue to bear physical and emotional scars from years of conflict 

 victims of monsoons and other disasters in the region 

 economic development to improve life for all people and the environment 

 political stability amid competing powers.  
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